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Lieutenant Peter Borisov with the object of bringing about a federation of Slavic peoples. In 1825 this organization was merged with the Southern Society.
The striking contrast between the views advocated by the leaders of the Southern and Northern societies may be explained not only by the personal preferences of Muravev and Pestcl but also by the social complexion of their respective organizations. The aristocratic and wealthy guardsmen in St. Petersburg tended towards a constitutional monarchy and the preservation of proprietary rights, whereas the lesser nobility, which served in the regiments of the line and formed the bulk of Pestcl's following, were noi averse to the more radical solution, although there were dissenting voices in both camps. Friction between the two societies increased in 1823-1825, when attempts were made to reach a practical understanding for joint action. Both parties agreed on the necessity of creating a provisional government after the successful coup d'etat. Pcstel, however, insisted that this government should remain in power for a protracted period, perhaps for eight or ten years, and that it should carry out on its own authority the proposed reforms. Prince Serge Trubctskoy, who at the end of 1823 had succeeded Nikita Muravev as leader of the Northern Society, held that the rule of the provisional government should be brief and that no fundamental changes should he made without the approval of a constituent assembly, which was to be summoned at once. His great concern was to preserve intact the administrative apparatus and to maintain, as far as possible, the traditional authority of the government. Trubetskoy, indeed, would seem to have nursed the illusion that determined pressure might be sufficient to wrest from the emperor the desired reforms, thus avoiding the necessity of overthrowing the dynasty. Pestel, on the other hand, clamored for a revolutionary dictatorship. A visit he paid to St. Petersburg in the spring of 1824 accentuated the difference separating the two factions. The proposed establishment of an independent Poland and the agreement concluded in January, 1824, between the Southern Society and the Polish revolutionaries appeared to some of the St, Petersburg members as akin to treason. The land program of the Russian Truth was branded as Utopian by Nicholas Turgenev, whose views on economic matters carried great weight. An element of personal rivalry embittered the dispute, and Pestel left the capital without bringing any nearer